
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

February 10, 1970

MORAN:1)W FOR TEE PRESIDENT

Subject: U.S. Policy on Toxins

I have considered the report submitted to you in
response to NS-$M. 85, ..and I reed mend that future U.S.

•policy with respect to toxins -be • based on Qption. III.
The U.S.:.- should renounce '.he use of toxins regardless
of the method, of production and limit its efforts -in this

to research and develop	 cent for	 purposes
only and to protect against technological :surprise.

This x‘ecopmendation is based on :the °-f011owino- con-
does not:s eem to ti*_e	 .t a strong:

cascan be made fôr developing a retaliatory
• toxins as a .mititary requiretneilt e.ssep.t,41.. to U.S.-

 bale toxins appear to have some .o istic
advantages 'as-c01..n-pard to lethal the i ca s they also
.appear o be easier to d-pfe#4 : agativ4t and thps-_woul.d
-0.-4d any significant -,capability  to pUkxi-pting and planned
chemicalrsenal,

-On the other hand, preserving the,ppt .tibn to-develop
toxins would have some distinct
It would distract from the favoi7able impact of you;.'-
Nose-allaér 25.. announcement on U.sS. chemical warfare and
biological research pölicy. It would make it more difficult
for us to achieveinternational support for the U.K. draft
Convention, the principles of which you endorsed in
your November 25 .statement. It woultl. be likely  to
complicate ; our efforts . to gain Senate ratificatiap...of the
Geneva Protocol. Finally, if the U.S. were to. maintain
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t-hati n to develop toxins it would make it more ddifficult
far i4.$ fount such, :p*ogx*tOs Tby

that 
..to .pur. ..i3 .040-y 94. 

:..,•••:.

x.gard. •	 .ftnd;	 . • .

I

your :apppv•-.41i.•••

tom and re.atng	 to	 er.r-pOltdy.	 T.-

Acting Secretary
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